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Annual Report of the Standards Committee

Report by Head of Administration and Committee Services

	Summary:
This report outlines the activities undertaken by the Standards Committee over the past year.

Recommendation: To note the report.


1
Background
1.1
The Standards Committee is required to provide an annual report of its activities to the Authority as a means of monitoring the operation of the code of conduct.  This is the third report to the Broads Authority on the work of the Committee.

2
Meetings

2.1
There has only been one meeting of the Standards Committee in the last year. In some ways this is to be welcomed as the Committee has not had a need to meet to consider any Code of Conduct issues arising within the Authority. Furthermore the Committee only meets when there is genuinely some business for it to transact. Its members are, however, aware and engaged in the work of the Authority.

2.2
During the last year the Authority agreed that, with respect to the Independent Members, it was appropriate for them, if they so wished, to attend the presentations held on the morning of Authority meetings, as well as the meetings of the Authority and its Committees. Furthermore it was agreed that they should be permitted to remain in attendance when exempt items were under discussion. 

2.3
The Chairman of the Standards Committee has also served on the Authority’s Member Improvement Group which has helped with the development of the Authority’s response to important issues such as corporate assessment.  The two other Independent Members of the Standards Committee sat on an independent panel which reviewed members allowances.      

3
Code of Conduct: Training

3.1
The new Code of Conduct for members came into force in the summer of 2002.  The Terms of Reference of the Standards Committee include responsibility for arranging training for Broads Authority members (including members of the Navigation and Standards Committees) on matters relating to the Code of Conduct.

3.2
Briefing sessions for new members, in Code of Conduct and declarations of interest matters, have been provided by the Solicitor, and consequently all members and co-optees have received specific guidance on the Code of Conduct. Training will be arranged in the future for new members who join the Authority. 

4
Training Sessions for Members on Local Investigations and Hearings

4.1
In March the Chairman and Vice Chairman attended a half-day of training for local Standards Committee members on local investigations and hearings.  The training was held at County Hall and was led by Melanie Carter, an independent member on Brighton and Hove Council’s Standards Committee.  At the meeting preceding this the Committee had watched a DVD produced by the Standards Board on Local Investigations and Hearings.The DVD, which is approximately thirty minutes duration, was very useful and informative and the Committee has recommended that it be viewed by all members in one of the morning sessions before the main meeting. 

5
Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: Discussion Paper from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

5.1
The Committee responded to this discussion paper from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. 

5.2
The proposal to localise investigations was the major change being put forward and it was anticipated that the Standards Board would advise the level of penalties that could be imposed.  At the moment the maximum suspension that a Standards Committee can impose is three months, whilst the Standards Board can suspend a member for up to five years.  The Committee is seeking clarification about the appeals process and whether from a Standards Committee this would be to the Standards Board or the High Court.  

5.3
It was noted that the Government paper stated that recruiting independent members of a suitable calibre continued to be an issue and that the proposals regarding joint recruitment with other authorities could be helpful.
6
Standards Board for England Annual Assembly

6.1
The Standard Board’s Annual Conference will be held in September 2006 and it will focus on the issue of identifying and then closing the gaps between the resources, knowledge and experience needed for effective regulation of standards at a local level. The Standards Committee is sending a delegate, Mr Hancox, to the Assembly.
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